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Dear Respected Headmasters/Headmistresses, 
 
It has been a blessed and fruitful 2011 and we welcome the dawn of a New Year with many 
projects already in progress to benefit and improve our current program. 
 
The Sunday School board takes this opportunity to thank you for what you have done for 
our Sunday school in 2011 and wish you a blessed 2012. 
 
Remember the great saying about the effect of Sunday school, “as goes Sunday school, so 
goes the church”. Your services are that critical and for that reason any enhancement in our 
Sunday Schools would have a multiplying positive impact on our churches. Given below are 
some information and suggestions that may help you in leading your Sunday schools more 
effectively 
 
1. Some syllabus related changes that became effective from 2011  

a) KG Book - A book is available now for the KG class. This is available on the 
Sunday school page of our Diocese website. 

 
b) 8, 9, and 10th Grade syllabus changes - a treatise on Holy Eucharist has 
been introduced as 3 parts for the 8, 9, and 10th grade classes as supplements. 
These books have been issued to all of you last year. These will also be uploaded 
on to our website within the next couple of weeks. Each of these books has 3 to 4 
chapters. However, in order to avoid an increase in course load for the students 
some of the chapters from the 8 to 10 grade books have been removed from the 
Syllabus. These excluded chapters are as follows: 

 Grade 8: Lessons 6, 7, 8, 9,29 and 30 

 Grade 9: Lessons 2a, 3, 4, 5, and 6 

 Grade 10: Lessons 5, 6, 7 and 8 
 
2. 10th Grade Centralized Exam  

Congratulations to all of you who have worked hard to prepare and encourage 
students for the 10th grade test last month. We had altogether around 70 students 
who have participated in 2011 centralized test. We are planning to publish the 
results in February 2012. The test date from 2012 onwards will be on the Sunday 
before the Thanksgiving day (this change from the from the first Sunday in 
December to the Sunday before Thanksgiving day was made to avoid the clash of 
the test date with SAT tests and Christmas caroling).The 2012 centralized test will 
be on Sunday, November 18, 2012. The suggested model exam date is October 
28th Sunday. The midterm exams for the 10th grade should be done at a church 
level. 

 
All other classes (KG to 9th grade) should have a midterm and final exams at 
church levels 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malankara Syrian Orthodox 
Sunday School Association 

Of North America 
10 Stonehurst Ct,  

Pomona, NY 10970 
January 3, 2012 

H. E. Mor Titus Yeldho  
President 

 

Rev Fr. Dileesh Alias 
Vice President 

 
 

Mrs. Betcy. P. Thotakat 
           Advisor 

 
Dr. T.V. John 

Director 
 

Mr. Joseph Jeeth Thomas 
Associate Director 

 
Mrs. Kusumam Daniel 

Region 1 Director 
 

Chevalier James John 
Region 2 Director 

 
Mrs. Janice Mathew 

Region 3 Director 
 

Mr. George Paily 
Region 4 Director 

 
Mr. Shibu Kunneth 
Region 5 Director 

 

 
 

 

3. Sunday school calendar guidelines 

In many churches (especially the churches where the Sunday school is conducted 
after the Holy Qurbana) the Sunday school events and programs are adversely 
affected due to conflict with other church events.  Advance planning of Sunday 
school programs for the entire year and announcing these programs at the 
beginning of the year itself will help to avoid such conflicts to a great extend. A 
suggested Sunday school calendar for the year 2012 is given on our web site. If 
implemented properly this can serve as a powerful tool to plan out and conduct the 
Sunday school events on a timely and orderly fashion providing maximum benefit 
of the program for our students. 

  
4. VBS 2012 

Many of you have very successfully conducted VBS in 2011 and our hearty 
congratulations to each of you for this. VBS is a fun-filled Bible learning experience 
that also helps to enhance the interest of children in Sunday school. It often 
provides an opportunity to foster fellowship amongst children of the neighboring 
churches. A theme-centered approach enables children, youth, and adults to study 
the same biblical content. In order to have a common theme and program for our 
entire diocese, in 2011 the Sunday school board arranged to supply the VBS 
materials to all our churches as required. The feedback obtained from our churches 
suggests that this has helped the easy conduct of VBS. In 2012 too the VBS 
materials will be made available to all of the 5 Regional Directors to support 
regional/sub regional VBS. Please plan in advance for your VBS 2012 

 
5. HM-Teachers Meeting and Parent-Teacher Meetings 

Most of you conduct teachers meetings as well as parent - teacher meetings on a 
regular basis. Needless to say that such meetings are powerful practices for the 
effective conduct of Sunday school. We strongly encourage you to have the HM-
Teachers meeting once a month or at least once in two months. In addition it will be 
a good practice to have one or two parent teacher meetings a year 

 
6. Sunday school Teachers Appreciation Day 

November 25 has been declared as the Sunday school day of 2012. It would be 
great to celebrate this day also as a 'Sunday School Teachers Appreciation Day'.  

 
7. Competitions 

Both church based and regional competitions are also an important part of our 
Sunday school program. Please plan and prepare your students for these 
competitions 

 
We again sincerely appreciate your commitment to our children.  The Sunday school 
program is an integral part of spiritual nourishment and growth and taking the impact of the 
program we welcome and encourage feedback.  Wishing you a Blessed and Happy New 
Year. 
 
Prayerful Regards, 
T.V. John, on behalf of the Sunday School Board  
 


